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Illinois admitted  to  the  Union,  December  3,
1818.
Rome made capital of United Italy, December
5, 1870.
Columbus discovered Hayti, December 6, 1492.
Death of Jefferson Davis, December 6, 1888.
Bucharest,  capital  of  Rumania,  captured  by
Germans, December 6,  1916.
Formation   of   the   Australian   Confederation,
December 9, 1885.
Mississippi admitted to the Union, December
10, 1817.
Indiana admitted to the Union, December 11,
1816.
Delhi   made   capital   of   India,   December  12,
1911.
Alabama admitted to the Union, December 14,
1819.
President "Wilson arrived in Paris, December
14,  1918.
Boston "Tea Party," December 16, 1773.
Landing of the Pilgrims, December 21,  1620.
Organization    of    the    Methodist    Episcopal
Church in America, December 24, 1784.
Washington crossed the Delaware, December
25,  1776.
Iowa   admitted   to   the   Union,   December   28,
1846.
Texas   admitted  to  the  Union,   December  29,
1845.
First   American   T.   M.   C.   A.   established  in
Boston, December 29,  1851.
DECEMVIRS, de sem'virz, (Latin, decem,
ten, and mr, man), a board of ten men;
specifically, the body of ten magistrates who
had absolute authority in ancient Home, 451-
449 B. c. Those who officiated during the
first of these years drew up an excellent code
of laws and ruled wisely, but those who fol-
lowed them were tyrannical and were driven
from power.
DECIDUOUS, desid'uus, TREES. The
word deciduous is from the Latin, and means
to fall down. A deciduous tree is one whose
leaves fall off at a fairly regular time every
autumn and are as regularly renewed in the
spring. Nearly all forest trees are of this
variety. While in most countries the loss
of leaves is in the autumn, in some parts
of the world the change from foliage to
bareness is governed by arrival of the dry
season. Those trees which are not deciduous
are evergreen (which see).
DECIMAL FRACTIONS, decimal frak'-
shuns. See arithmetic.
DECLARATION, in law, the first plead-
ing in an action, submitted in writing and
accompanied by affidavit. All the facts al-
leged must be set forth, for they constitute
the plaintiff's whole cause for action. If such
is not the case, the defendant by demurrer
may have the case dismissed.
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JICLARATION OF IN-
' DEPENDENCE, the sol-
emn declaration of the
Continental Congress in
America, in session at
Philadelphia, by which
the thirteen colonies for-
mally renounced allegi-
ance to the government
of Great Britain. It was
the outgrowth of a grad-
ual change of sentiment
among the colonists,
away from the old affec-
tion for England and its
traditions toward a pride in local achieve-
ments and the love of the principles of self-
government. The formal declaration was
preceded by resolutions in the assemblies of
almost all of the colonies, declaring that in-
dependence was inevitable and necessary.
Finally, on May 15, 1776, John Adams of-
fered a resolution recommending that each
state form its own independent government,
and on June 7 another formal resolution
was introduced by Richard Henry Lee,
declaring—
That these United Colonies are and of right
ought to be, free and independent States;
that they are absolved from all allegiance to
the British Crown, and that all political con-
nection between them and the State of Great
Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved;
That it is expedient forthwith to take the
most effectual measures for forming foreign
alliances;
That a plan of confederation be prepared
and transmitted to the respective colonies for
•their consideration and approbation.
After a long and somewhat bitter debate,
in which the representatives of New York
and Pennsylvania opposed the resolution,
causing a delay of some weeks, it was passed
on July 1, New York alone still withholding
its approval. A committee to draft a dec-
laration had been appointed on June 10,
consisting of Thomas Jefferson of Virginia,
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin
Franklin of Pennsylvania, Koger Sherman
of Connecticut and Robert R. Livingston of
]STew York. As it was presented the Declara-
tion was the work chiefly of Thomas Jeffer-
son, and was adopted with few changes, on
July 4, by twelve colonies, New York adding
its approval on July 9. The document was
endorsed and signed on August 2,1776. The
news of the adoption on July 4 caused tbe
wildest rejoicing in all parts of the country

